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PREFACE 


THE  PLANT  VARIETY  PROTECTION  ACT  (7  U.S.C.  2321  ET  SEQ . ) 
AUTHORIZES  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  TO  PUBLISH  AN 
OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  TO  PROVIDE  THE  PUBLIC  WITH  INFORMATION 
RELATING  TO  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  PLANT  VARIETY  PROTECTION 
OFFICE.  THE  STATUTE  ALSO  AUTHORIZES  THE  SECRETARY  TO  DIS- 
SEMINATE TECHNOLOGICAL  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION  THAT  ENCOURAGES 
INNOVATION  AND  PROGRESS  IN  PLANT  BREEDING. 

THE  OFFICIAL  JOURNAL.  PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY.  IS  AVAILABLE  FROM: 

PLANT  VARIETY  PROTECTION  OFFICE 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  PROTECTION  HAVE  BEEN  FILED  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  VARIETIES.  EACH  APPLICATION  HAS  BEEN 
ASSIGNED  AN  APPLICATION  NUMBER  AND  WILL  BE  EXAMINED  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  THE  VARIETY  IS  ENTITLED  TO 
CERTIFICATE  OF  PROTECTION.  SEED  OF  THESE  VARIETIES  MAY  BE  LABELED  " UNAUTHOR  I ZED  PROPAGATION 
PROHIBITED  - U.S.  VARIETY  PROTECTION  APPLIED  FOR." 
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THE  FOLLOWING  CERTIFICATES  HAVE  BEEN  AMENDED  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  SECTIONS  180.103,  180.122,  AND  180  130 
OF  THE  REGULATIONS  AND  RULES  OF  PRACTICE  UNDER  THE  PLANT  VARIETY  PROTECTION  ACT. 
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' EMPRFSS ' MOST  CLOSELY  RESEMBLES  'BUSH  BLUE  LAKE  274';  HOWEVER.  'EMPRESS'  DOES  NOT  HAVE  CREASE- 
BACKED  PODS.  WHILE  'BUSH  BLUE  LAKE  274'  HAS  A PRONOUNCED  CREASEBACK  IN  THE  5 AND  6 SIEVE  PODS. 
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Commissioner  Bernard  M.  Leese  Retires 

Bernard  M.  Leese  retired  as  Commissioner  of  the  U.S.  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office  on  Janurary  8,  1982,  after  34  years  of  government 
service.  Thirty  of  those  years  were  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Leese,  a native  of  West  Virginia,  joined  the  USDA  after  receiving  his 
formal  training  at  West  Virginia  University  and  George  Washington 
University.  He  continued  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Maryland  and 
George  Washington  University  after  joining  the  USDA. 

His  first  assignment  with  the  Department  was  in  the  plant  introduction 
branch  as  a taxonomist  classifying  plant  germplasm  collected  from  all 
parts  of  the  world.  He  was  a plant  explorer  and  specialized  in 
collecting  germplasm  of  legumes  and  grasses. 

In  1961,  Leese  transferred  to  the  seed  branch  of  the  grain  division  of 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  where  he  later  became  head  of  the  seed 
testinq  section.  His  tour  of  duty  with  the  seed  branch  was  interrupted 
when  he  was  "loaned51  to  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  for  four  months  to 
head  up  a three-man  plant  exploration  team  to  collect  sorghum  germplasm 
in  Ethiopia  for  the  world  collection  maintained  in  India. 

In  1969  Leese  was  asked  to  assist  in  setting  up  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office  and  was  appointed  the  first  chief  examiner  of  the 
office.  In  1978  he  was  appointed  Commissioner. 

Leese  helped  create  and  pioneer  a system  of  describing  characters  of 
plant  varieties  in  a standard  format  for  computer  storage  and  retrieval. 
This  is  the  system  now  in  use  by  the  U.S.  Plant  Variety  Protection 
office.  For  his  efforts  in  pioneering  the  system  he  was  awarded  a USDA 
certificate  of  merit  in  1976. 

In  his  tenure  as  chief  examiner  and  Commissioner  he  has  worked  for 
legislation  to  amend  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  testified  before 
Congress  on  bills  pertaining  to  the  act  and  furnished  his  expertise  in 
the  utilization  of  plant  germplasm.  In  addition,  he  has  served  as 
observer  and  delegate  representing  the  United  States  in  the  Development 
of  the  Convention  (treaty)  under  the  International  Union  for  the 
Protection  of  New  Varieties  of  Plants  (UPOV)  which  made  it  possible  for 
the  United  States  to  become  a member  of  that  organization. 

Leese  has  been  active  in  many  professional  and  community  organizations. 

He  and  his  wife,  Mary  Anne,  live  in  Silver  Spring,  Md.  They  are  building 
a new  home  in  West  Virginia. 

Kenneth  H.  Evans,  chief  examiner  of  the  PVP  office,  has  been  acting 
Commissioner  since  Leese's  retirement. 
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